
 
 

 

 

 

Invitation to a Presentation 

Prospects for Long-term Peace on China's Maritime 

Borders? 

 

Professor Gordon Houlden 
Director, China Institute, 

University of Alberta 
 

7:30 pm, Thursday, November 20, 2014 
 

 

 

 

Knox Presbyterian Church, Geneva Hall, 

120 Lisgar, Ottawa 
(from Elgin, take the path on the south side of the main 

Church entrance) 

 (Parking on the street or at the Ottawa City Hall) 

Refreshments and conversation following the presentation 

Everyone is welcome.* 
 

Defence was not the top priority in China's post-

1978 "Four Modernizations", but with the 

spectacular flouresence of the Chinese economy 

has come a growing naval capacity and a desire 

to lead in the Western Pacific - China's "near 

abroad".   

This ambition, normal for a rising Power, 

collides with a Japan that is loosening its post-

WWII military restrictions, and a US "re-

balancing" of its own military to the Pacific 

theatre.  China has combined its increased naval 

capacity with an interpretation of maritime law 

that is not accepted by many of its maritime 

neighbours.   

Will Chinese policies lead to a “Pax Sinica” in 

the Western Pacific, or risk open conflict with its 

neighbours and the United States? 

Since 2008 Mr. Houlden has been responsible 

for the management of the China Institute at the 

University of Alberta.  He is a member of the 

Alberta Asia Advisory Council, and a Governor 

of the International Development Research 

Centre. 

He joined the Canadian Foreign Service in 1976. 

Twenty-two years of his service were on 

Chinese affairs. His last posting was as Director 

General of the East Asian Bureau of the Foreign 

Affairs and International Trade. 

*No pre-registration.  Entry is free for CCFS members and $10 for non-CCFS members. Memberships are available 

at the door or at www.ccfso.org . Annual membership is $20 for individuals, $30 for a family, $12 for students and 

$17 for a student family. For further information about the Society or this event, please consult our web site 

or www.facebook.com/ccfs.ottawa, send an email to ccfs.ottawa@gmail.com or phone 613-789-3318. 

 

Patrons 
Honourable Sheila Copps 

Ambassador Robert Wright 

 

New Venue 
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