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A Note from the Film Committee 
Cinema is a magical medium for telling the stories of people across time and 

cultures.  To capture the magic of cinema the Canada China Friendship Society of 

Ottawa (CCFSO) is launching a multi-year film festival to share the stories of China 

and Chinese Canadians with Ottawa audiences.   

Our commitment is to find and screen fascinating well made films that explore the 

many sides of China’s life, culture and history. This year’s films tell deeply moving 

stories that span life and events over the last 150 years. 

 The Festival opens with Soul Mate by Chinese-Canadian Director Derek Tsang.  

Set in the current time period it explores the relationship between two young girls 

as they mature and discover the meaning of adulthood. The two stars both won 

Best Actress Awards for their roles.  Soul Mate was the opening film at the Hong 

Kong Asian Film Festival and Toronto’s Reel Asian Film Festival. 

In recognition of Canada’s 150th anniversary, Saturday’s first film is the docu-

drama From C to C: Chinese Canadian Stories of Migration by Canadian Director 

Jordan Paterson. The film spans the period from the late 1800’s to the recent 

past. It addresses the imposition and consequences of Canada’s Head Tax and 

Chinese Exclusion Act, and the struggle for equality and redress. Following the 

film Professor Tim Stanley and Yew Lee will lead a discussion. 

The closing film is Coming Home by Yimou Zhang, one of China’s leading 

Directors. It stars Gong Li, one of China’s most acclaimed actresses. Its Canadian 

premiere was at Toronto International Film Festival.  Coming Home is set in the 

Cultural Revolution (early 1970s) and follows a family, through this tumultuous 

period including the betrayal of the father by his daughter, his exile and eventual 

return and reconciliation. 

We hope you enjoy the festival. We look forward to bring you more extraordinary 

films at next year’s expanded version.  
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Canada-China Film Festival Schedule 
 

SEPTEMBER 22, 23 2017 

CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE 

240 McLeod Street 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

 

 

Friday September 22, 2017 

6:00 Reception 

6:30 Opening Ceremony (Honourable Sheila Copps) 

7:00 Screening of Soul Mate 

 

Saturday September 23, 2017 

6:00 Doors Open 

6:30 Screening of From C to C: Chinese Canadian Stories of Migration, followed 

by a Discussion led by guest speakers Professor Tim Stanley and Yew Lee. 

8:00 Screening of Coming Home  
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Soul Mate – Ottawa Premiere 
 

Regarded by many as “film of the year” for its success at major Chinese film 

awards, Soul Mate portrays the decades-spanning friendship between Qiyue and 

Ansen, two disparate women who struggle to find positions for their real selves in 

the modern world.  

Featuring unforgettable performances from Zhou Dongyu and Ma Sichun who 

made history by winning “Best Actress” together at the biggest Chinese language 

film award, this poignant, intelligent and honest drama is a heartfelt tribute to 

everyone's best girlfriend that will make you watery-eyed. With a subtle message 

concerning gender role, accurate capture of life in fast-changing urban China and 

impressive artfulness in all aspects, Soul Mate reinvigorates the genre and further 

lifts up the standard of contemporary Chinese cinema. 

Director Derek Tsang 

Derek was born in 1979 in British Hong Kong into a film making family.  He has 

had a successful career as an actor in more than 30 films, screen writer and 

director.  He received four Best Director nominations for Soul Mate. 

In 2001 Derek graduated with a BA from the University of Toronto.  He 
deliberately chose not to study filmmaking while at U of T, even though his family 
was in the business in Hong Kong. This choice allowed him to have a different 
perspective on life and absorb the culture in and around campus. 

He said, “there are a lot of things happening in the city (Toronto), culturally, 
artistically, so instead of studying the whole time there were a lot of different 
things to do that can help you learn more about culture”.  
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Zhou Dongyu  

Zhou Dongyu was born in Shijiazhuang on 31 Jan 1992, and graduated from the 
Beijing Film Academy in 2015. 

In 2010, Zhou was picked by Zhang Yimou to star in his film Under the Hawthorn 
Tree. She rose to fame for her role in the film and won several awards, including 
the Best Actress at the 56th Valladolid International Film Festival in Spain, 
Outstanding New Actress at the 14th Huabiao Award and Best New Performer at 
the 20th Shanghai Film Critics Awards.  

Following several years of highly productive work Zhou achieved breakthrough 
with her performance in the film Soul Mate based on the novel of the same 
name. Zhou received the Best Actress award at the 53rd Golden Horse Awards 
together with her Soul Mate co-star Ma Sichun and also won Best Actress at the 
28th Hong Kong Film Critics Society Awards.  

Ma Sichun  

Ma was born in Bengbu, Anhui in 1988. Ma graduated from Communications at 

the University of China. 

Ma Sichun began her career as a child actress at age 7, when she appeared in The 

Winter of Three Persons, which stars Jiang Wenli and Zhao Jun. 5 years later at 

the age of 13, she starred in The Grand Mansion Gate. Both productions co-star 

her aunt, Jiang Wenli. 

 In 2012, Ma won the Golden Phoenix Awards for Best Newcomer for her 
performance in the film, Time Flies Soundlessly. Busy and successful in 2016, Ma 
starred in Time Raiders, based on the popular tomb-raiding novel series Daomu 
Biji. The same year, she starred in Soul Mate playing the beautiful, kind yet 
rebellious Qiyue. Ma won the Golden Horse Award for Best Leading Actress 
alongside her co-star Zhou Dongyu.  
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From C to C: Chinese Canadian Stories of Migration 
 

Beautifully filmed in Canada and China's Guangdong province, From C to C is a 

moving, and cinematic, tapestry of stories of migration. These stories outline the 

injustices faced by Chinese migrants to Canada during the last century, and the 

little known effects of migration on the families and communities of migrants. The 

film contrasts these histories with the views and experiences of contemporary 

Chinese Canadian youth, leading viewers to reflect on the meaning of legislative 

exclusion for those who experienced it, as well as for those who did not. By calling 

attention to the diverse and transnational nature of contemporary Chinese 

Canadian identities, the film promotes an inclusive vision of Canada that values 

members of all communities as global-rather than as solely national-citizens. 

Producer, Director, Writer: Jordan Paterson 

Since graduating from Simon Fraser University Jordan Paterson has produced a 

series of documentaries which earned many awards. From C to C won a Leo for 

best documentary. It also won the Grand Jury Prize at the Guangzhou 

International Documentary Film Festival. 

Paterson has directed other films connecting China and Canada including his 2015 

docu-drama Tricks on the Dead: The Story of the Chinese Labour Corps in WW1, 

which paints a picture of the secret transport of 85,000 Chinese labourers across 

Canada to dig trenches and bury the dead on the Western Front in the First World 

War.  He is currently working on a film about the life of Norman Bethune. 

Panel Discussion: Following the screening of From C to C, Yew Lee and Professor 

Timothy Stanley, will expand on the themes and lessons highlighted by the film. 

Yew Lee is the former Co-Chair of the Ontario Redress Committee and Volunteer 

with the Chinese Canadian National Council. 
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Lee was one of three plaintiffs who represented Head Tax payers and their 

families in a class action lawsuit asking for symbolic redress for the Chinese Head 

Tax and Exclusion Act. Yew represented descendants, his mother, represented 

spouses, and Shack Jang Mack represented Head Tax Payers. The class action 

lawsuit was supported with assistance from the Court Challenges Program of 

Canada. 

Professor Tim Stanley is Professor of Education Foundations and Antiracism 
Education at the University of Ottawa.  A historian of education, racism and the 
Chinese Canadian experience, he has written extensively on anti-Chinese racism.   
  
Professor Stanley’s 2011 book, Contesting White Supremacy: School Segregation, 

Anti-racism and the Making of Chinese Canadians (UBC Press), won prizes from 

the Canadian Historical Association and the Canadian History of Education 

Association.  His current research examines the relationships between 

contemporary racism and historical memory.   
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Coming Home 
 

Lu Yanshi (Chen Daoming) and Feng Wanyu (Gong Li) are a devoted couple forced 

to separate when Lu is arrested and sent to a labor camp as a political prisoner, 

just as his wife is injured in an accident. Released during the last days of the 

Cultural Revolution, he finally returns home only to find that his beloved wife has 

amnesia and remembers little of her past. Unable to recognize Lu, she patiently 

waits for her husband's return.  

A stranger alone in the heart of his broken family, Lu Yanshi determines to 

resurrect their past together and reawaken his wife's memory. 

In 2014 Coming Home was an Official Selection at the Cannes Film Festival and 

the Toronto International Film Festival. The film has been nominated for 30 

awards and won 15, including 3 Best Actress awards for Gong Li. 

Director Zhang Yimou  

One of the most important and influential filmmakers in China, and a core 
member of China’s “Fifth Generation” directors, Zhang Yimou started his career as 
a cinematographer and became a director in 1987.  
 
Over the years, Zhang has directed films which received accolades from around 
the world: RED SORGHUM (1987, Golden Bear winner at the Berlin International 
Film Festival), JU DOU (1990, In Competition at the Cannes Film Festival and 
nominated for Best Foreign Language Film at the Academy Awards®), RAISE THE 
RED LANTERN (1991, Silver Lion winner at the Venice International Film Festival 
and nominated for Best Foreign Language Film at the Academy Awards®), TO LIVE 
(1994, Grand Jury Prize at the Cannes Film Festival), to name a few.  
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Director’s Notes 
 
Based on Yan Geling’s novel, The Criminal Lu Yanshi, COMING HOME is a love 
story about joy and sadness, as well as separation and reunion. We used the end 
of the original story - with Lu Yanshi returning home - as the starting point of the 
script. Everyone knows that Chen Daoming and Gong Li are the finest actors 
working in China, and they were my first and only choices for their respective 
roles.  
 
Having a so-called “rising star” in the daughter’s role was not a must as her 
character serves a very important function in the story. When I first met Huiwen, I 
noticed her bright shining eyes, which resembled the aura of young Red Guards. It 
was what I needed. For the second part of the film, I needed to change the way 
her eyes look. They should look as if they are in a trance, always hesitant. Huiwen 
had the ability to do that.  
 
This type of film is very difficult to make. It needs to be made in a state of 
serenity. If I thought about benefits and profits even a little, then I would lose my 
way. That’s why, for me, this film represents a return to an earlier state of mind 
and an older approach to creativity. The most important thing for me is whether 
the audience will keep this film in their hearts and whether they will truly 
remember the emotions behind COMING HOME. 
 
Chen Daoming (LU Yanshi) 

Chen Daoming started his acting career in television in 1985 and has gone on to 
become one of the most acclaimed and respected actors in China. He won the 
Best Actor award at the Golden Rooster Awards for the 1999 film My 1919. 
International audiences know Chen for his roles in Zhang Yimou’s HERO (2002), 
Andrew Lau/Alan Mak’s INFERNAL AFFAIRS III (2003), Feng Xiaogang’s 
AFTERSHOCK (2009) and BACK TO 1942 (2012). 
 
Gong LI (Feng Wanyu) 

One of China’s most celebrated actresses, Gong Li has been called the muse of 
Fifth Generation filmmakers.  
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In 1987, she collaborated with director Zhang Yimou for the first time in RED 
SORGHUM (1987) and found success instantly. Her performances in award-
winning films made her one of the top Chinese actresses in the world; she was the 
first Chinese star to grace the cover of Time Magazine. With RED SORGHUM, THE 
STORY OF QIU JU (1992) and FAREWELL MY CONCUBINE (1993), Gong Li remains 
the only Chinese actress to star in films that have won the top prize at all three of 
Europe’s most prestigious film festivals - Berlin, Venice and Cannes. She has also 
found success in Hollywood films such as MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (2005), MIAMI 
VICE (2006) and HANNIBAL RISING (2007), served as a jury member at all three 
festivals and is currently a goodwill ambassador for UNESCO. 
         
Zhang Huiwen (Dan Dan) 
 
A graduate of the Beijing Dance Academy, Zhang Huiwen made her film debut in 
Zhang Yimou’s COMING HOME. As the master filmmaker’s latest discovery, Zhang 
is currently under the spotlight in the Chinese media as a potential star actress. 
 
Zhang Yimou said “young people born in the 1990s like Huiwen have no concept 

of what that period (depicted in COMING HOME) was like. All I could do was to 

tell them about it and let them slowly find their way. Huiwen is a very smart 

young girl, and she found her way very quickly. 
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CCFSO Film Committee 
Chair: Roy Atkinson 

Members: Gary Levy, Lorraine Farkas, Peter Tarassoff, Tracy Tian, Haihong Wei, 

Erqin Zeng 

CCFSO Film Selection Committee 
Coordinator: Peter Tarassoff  

Members: Erqin Zeng, Tracy Tian, Iris Young, Hippolyte Mugisha, Peter Hoyt, Peter 
Furesz, Margaret McQuaig-Johnson, Lolan Merklinger, Lorraine Farkas, Roy 
Atkinson 

In this inaugural year the Film Selection Committee’s first task was to develop the 
tools and methods for assessing the available films.  The first set of consideration 
addressed the film’s inherent qualities and impact.  

 Would the reviewer recommend the film to their friends or family   

 Did the film shed light on life in China, or its culture or history   

 Was the film well made, such things as the quality of the cinematography, 
sound, sub-titles and the pacing of the films were considered. 

As a result in our inaugural festival you will only find films that the reviewers 
personally recommend, there are no “Robo Cop” films at the festival, and each 
film is well made. 

The films were also screened for novelty, (the extent to which the films had been 
screened previously in Ottawa).  We are pleased to be able to bring you Soul 
Mate which is an Ottawa Premiere.  Coming Home has had only one short 
theatrical exposure in Ottawa. The combination of From C to C with its 
distinguished Discussion Panel is unique. 

Festival Photographer: William Hong   OCCFF Logo by Angela Girard  
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Sponsors 

Gold: Federation of Canada-China Friendship Associations 
Silver: Lolan Merklinger 
Bronze: ChoiTechAndLaw Professional Corporation, Chinese Canadian National 
Council, Roy Atkinson and Ginette Saint-Cyr, Stephen Chappell, Gary Levy, Right 
Honourable Joe Clark and Maureen McTeer, Erqin Zeng 

Supporters  
The CCFSO wishes to thank the Embassy of the Peoples Republic of China in 

Ottawa for their significant on-going support of our multi-year film festival project 
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Recent and Planned Canada China Friendship Society Events 
• Spring 2018 – Professor Tim Stanley, University of Ottawa, Canada’s past 

anti-Chinese legislation  
• February 2018 – Year of the Dog New Year’s Banquet 
• January 2018 – Mark Kruger, Bank of Canada, Ex-Chief Economist at Canadian 

Embassy in China 
• November 21 2017 -  Guy St-Jacques, Former Canadian Ambassador to China 
• October 16 2017 - Senator Yuen Pau Woo, former CEO of the Asia-Pacific 

Foundation of Canada, China’s Neighbourhood: Beijing’s Relations with 
Other Asian Countries 

• September 22 and 23, 2017 - Canada-China Film Festival 
• June 6, 2017  - Professor Robert S. Ross, Fairbank Centre for Chinese Studies, 

Harvard University, The Future of China-USA Relations,  
• April 26, 2017 - Art Hanson OC, Distinguished Fellow, International Institute 

for Sustainable Development; China & Global Green Prosperity. 
• March 21, 2017 - Professor Liyong Dai, Confucius Institute,  Carleton 

University, Urbanization in China: Migrant Workers, Hukou and Land 
• February 11, 2017 - Year of the Rooster New Year’s Banquet 
• January 12, 2017 - Jean Kunz, Local to Expat: A Shanghai Native Connecting 

with her Past  
• December 1, 2016 - Members Only reception and dinner at the Chinese 

Embassy celebrating the 40th anniversary of the CCFSO 
• November 10, 2016 - Professor Paul Evans, Institute of Asian Research, 

University of British Columbia, Canada China Relations under Trudeau 
• Oct. 12, 2016 - Alexandre Trudeau, Filmmaker and Author, Barbarian Lost: 

Travels in the New China 
• June 22, 2016 - Ian Ferguson, A Tour of Art Deco in Shanghai 
• May 25, 2016 - Dan Ciuriak,  Fellow in Residence, C. D. Howe Institute, 

Prospects and Obstacles to a Canada-China Free Trade Agreement 
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The CCFSO was founded 41 years ago with the goal of helping Canadians learn 

about China and understand it better. It is an independent member financed 

group of more than 250 people with an interest in China.  

Our programmes and activities include: 

 Monthly Speaker Events from September to June (free for members);  

 Canada-China Film Festival;  

 Chinese New Year Banquet;  

 Book Club;  

 Opportunities to be part of delegations to China;  

 Receiving/hosting delegations from China;  

 Members only receptions;  

 CCFSO Blogs 

Annual Membership 

 Regular membership: $20 

 Family membership (two people): $30 

 Student membership (full-time, registered): $12 

 Student family (two people): $17 

Website: http://www.ccfso.org/   

Twitter CCFS-O @CCFSO1   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ccfs.ottawa 

http://www.ccfso.org/
https://twitter.com/CCFSO1?original_referer=http://www.ccfso.org/&profile_id=2233756520&tw_i=600686195505520640&tw_p=embeddedtimeline&tw_w=493960990556303360
https://twitter.com/CCFSO1?original_referer=http://www.ccfso.org/&profile_id=2233756520&tw_i=600686195505520640&tw_p=embeddedtimeline&tw_w=493960990556303360
https://twitter.com/CCFSO1?original_referer=http://www.ccfso.org/&profile_id=2233756520&tw_i=600686195505520640&tw_p=embeddedtimeline&tw_w=493960990556303360
http://www.facebook.com/ccfs.ottawa

