
 
 

 

 

Invitation to a Presentation 
 

Road to Kashgar: Notes from a Walk Through China 

 

 

 

Lars Ellström 
 

7:30 pm,  

Thursday September 17, 2015 

Christ Church Cathedral 
 

439 Queen Street, Ottawa 
(South of the Garden of the Provinces) 

(Free parking on site, handicapped access) 

 

 

Refreshments and conversation following the presentation 

Everyone is welcome. 
 

This is the story of a unique venture. 

Between March 2009 and November 2011 

Swedish China veteran Lars Ellström 

walked from Beijing to Kashgar in Central 

Asia, more than 5,000 kilometres through 

poor villages and newly built boomtowns.  

From the account of his trek we get to know 

the changing landscapes and listen to the 

people he met: farmers, shepherds, 

entrepreneurs, drivers, Christians, Muslims, 

school children, teachers and descendants of 

Genghis Khan. Thanks to his fluency in 

Chinese and deep knowledge of China’s 

history and society, Ellström has been able 

to put his observations in a wider and often  

provocative perspectives. The image of 

China that Ellström presents contrasts with 

much of today's superficial reportage. 

Lars Ellström has been engaged with China 

and East Asia for most of his life. As a 

student, diplomat, banker, financial expert 

and business consultant he strived to obtain 

an understanding of life and society in this 

part of the world. His trek from Beijing to 

Kashgar represents both a summing-up of 

experiences and an effort to reach deeper 

insights. 

Lars left China in 2013 and now lives in 

Sweden on the island of Oaxen.

 

*No pre-registration.  Entry is free for CCFS members and $5 for non-CCFS members. Memberships are 

available at the door. Annual membership is $20 for individuals, $30 for a family, $12 for students and 

$17 for a student family.    Membership forms are available at www.ccfso.org.  For further information 

about the Society or this event, please consult our web site or www.facebook.com/ccfs.ottawa, send an 

email to ccfs.ottawa@gmail.com or phone 613-789-3318. 

Patrons 
Honourable Sheila Copps 

Ambassador Robert Wright 
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