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―Canadians have a lot of catching up to do 

about China‖, CCFS-Ottawa President 

Lorraine Farkas, told a sold out crowd of 

200 members and friends, as she officially 

kicked off the society’s Annual New 

Year’s Banquet. 

―But while the CCFS has an important 

educational purpose‖, she continued, ―the 

aim of the New Year’s Banquet is to have 

an evening filled with friendship, fun and 

great food.‖ 

In this Issue: 
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 CCFS-OTTAWA EVENTS 

Inequality and Economic Development in China 
In the past twenty years, millions 

have been lifted out of poverty, and 

prosperity has spread throughout 

many parts of China. ‖But‖, argued 

Dr. Joseph Wong at a January CCFS 

meeting, ―there is a down-

side to this prosperity.‖ 

China has raced to attract 

foreign direct investment 

(FDI) at all costs, and out-

put is privileged over all 

other factors. This leads to 

money wasted and increas-

ing levels of inequality, 

especially between urban 

and rural Chinese and be-

tween different regions. 

Moreover, it has encour-

aged corruption which de-

prives the state of trillions 

of yuan in evaded tax. Ex-

perts estimate that so-called 

"grey" income accounts for an as-

tounding 30 percent of GDP in China. 

The Central government is concerned 

about the situation, recognizing that 

the income of the top 10 percent of 

the richest Chinese is already 23 

times that of the bottom 10 percent, 

as opposed to 7 times a decade ear-

lier. Peasants are losing faith in the 

possibility of improving their stan-

dard of living; protests over unjust 

treatment increase every year thus 

threatening the social stability which 

constitutes the basis of the govern-

ment’s legitimacy. 

Narrowing such a gap requires new 

choices of the kind Taiwan, South 

Korea and Japan have made success-

fully. These are difficult for China 

given its huge population and the fact 

that, 70 percent of China`s economy 

is dedicated to exports which is tied 

to low salaries for workers 

and to cheaply priced 

goods. 

Despite the undeniable dif-

ficulty of re-distributing 

wealth, thus increasing the 

purchasing power of all 

Chinese, Dr. Wong is con-

vinced that it is a political 

imperative for the current 

Chinese leaders to make 

these new choices now. 

In his view conditions are 

ripe as China`s wealth en-

ables it to maintain eco-

nomic growth while ensur-

ing greater equality. It is a choice 

only China can make. Hu Jintao and 

Wen Jiabao want their legacy to be 

political reform and that reform de-

pends on how China deals with the 

problem of inequality.♦ 

Upscale Chinese women stroll past a beggar in Shanghai. 
The Communist Party has said it wants to reduce the growing 
inequalities in income which have arisen as China develops. 

Rising inequality: The gap between rich and poor has risen in 

China, although more in urban areas than rural areas 
 
Gini index; percent (The Gini Index is a measure of income inequality within a population.)  

Source: Ravaillion and Chen, 2004   From The Economist  

Beneath the Miracle 
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CCFS-OTTAWA UPDATE  

China has become Africa’s largest 

economic partner, a leading expert 

told CCFS members at a meeting re-

cently.  

According to 

Dr. Moses Kig-

g u n d u ,  o f 

Carleton Uni-

versity, China 

now has diplo-

matic relations 

with more than 

45 African 

countries and 

is the major economic partner for 

many of them. 

―While statistics are hard to come 

by,‖ noted Dr. Kiggundu, ―the trend 

is clear – China is becoming steadily 

more important in Africa.‖ According 

to official sources, in 2010 alone, bi-

lateral trade grew more than 43% to 

nearly $115 billion. 

Chinese direct investment in Africa is 

also increasing rapidly, jumping a 

half billion dollars in 2003 to more 

than $9 billion in 2009.  The increas-

ing Chinese role in Africa has been 

looked on uneasily by Western pow-

ers, who criticize the Chinese 

―resource grab‖ and its "no strings" 

approach to African governments. 

But for many African nations, ties 

with China represents potential for 

them to move their economies for-

ward without the interference and 

m o r a l i z i n g 

characteristic 

of the former 

colonial pow-

ers, noted Kig-

gundu. 

Kiggundu also 

drew the audi-

ence’s attention 

to the fact that 

many different 

Chinese actors 

are involved in 

A f r i c a  –

national and 

provincial Chi-

nese govern-

ments, private 

sector Chinese 

businesses and 

even Chinese 

civil society. Each of these has their 

own specific objectives. 

China’s main interest in Africa stems 

from its increasing thirst for natural 

resources – including petroleum and 

minerals. But China has also become 

a major source of consumer goods for 

many African countries.♦ 

China becomes Africa’s largest trading partner 

 Dr. Moses Kiggundu 

 CCFS-OTTAWA EVENTS 

CHANGES IN THE 
EXECUTIVE  

CCFS-Ottawa announces that two members have left the 

executive—Sadie Xinxin Yang, membership 

coordinator, and Hong Xu, treasurer.  We thank them for 

their contribution and dedication and are sorry to see 

them leave.  At the same time, we welcome three new 

members:  David Dupont, Cat Situ and Janice Zaharko. 

 

Here is the current executive as of March 2011: 

 

President                                   Lorraine Farkas 

Vice-President                          Gilliane Lapointe 

Treasurer                                   Cat Situ 

Secretary                                   Jordan Birenbaum 

Membership Coordinator          David Dupont  

Events and Banquet Coordinator        Hailin Wang  

Program Coordinator                 Janice Zaharko 

Program Assistant                      Jim Steele 

Chinese Community Liaison      Yong-Zhi Wang     

Immediate Past President         Lolan Merklinger 

What is China doing in Africa? 
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Former Deputy Prime Minister Sheila 

Copps handed out prizes to about a 

dozen lucky ―rabbits‖ (those born un-

der the Sign of the Rabbit).  

Mayor Jim Watson, one of the eve-

ning’s special guests, reminded the 

audience that when he was mayor 10 

years ago, he had signed a ―twinning‖ 

arrangement between the City of Ot-

tawa and the City of Beijing. He 

commented favourably on the tre-

mendous changes that have taken 

place in China in the last 10 years.  

Watson also told guests how as 

A veritable warren of Rabbits!! Former Deputy Prime Minister Sheila Copps awarded prizes to 11 CCFS members born 
in the year of the Rabbit.  Chinese legend says they should all be “thoughtful and calm”, though there was little evi-
dence of that…. (Photo credit: Ulle Baum) 

Continued from the front page 

Old and new friends gather to have fun. (Photo credit: Ulle Baum) 

Mrs. Yin Guomei, wife of the Chinese 
ambassador (l), talks with Lolan Merk-
linger, Vice-President of the Federa-
tion of Canada China Friendship So-
cieties 

Robert Wright, Canada’s former Am-
bassador to China, told the crowd 
about his experiences in China during 
the Olympics and also the Shanghai 
World Exposition. 
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Mayor, he had been received like roy-

alty on an official visit to Beijing 

(stretch limousine, police escort, 

etc.). But when the Mayor of Beijing 

came here for a return visit, Watson 

had to beg for City of Ottawa re-

sources to receive him with appropri-

ate ceremony (He even had to borrow 

a limousine from a funeral home).  

Another enthusiastic speaker was 

Canada’s former Ambassador to 

China, Robert Wright, who echoed 

the idea that Canadians should get to 

know China better. ―I had the tremen-

dous fortune to be in China both dur-

ing the Olympics and the Shanghai 

World’s Fair‖, said Mr. Wright. 

―China is springing onto the world 

stage.‖  

Newly arrived Chinese ambassador 

Zhang Junsai, who was accompanied 

by his wife Yin Guomei, expressed 

his warm gratitude to the members 

and friends of the CCFS-Ottawa for 

their interest in China. 

Dozens of door prizes were also 

given out.♦ 

THE YEAR OF THE RABBIT 2011 

Like the signs of the zodiac in 
Western astrology, the animals of 
Chinese astrology are thought by 
many to dictate personality traits 
or, in the wider scope of things, 
even impact world events in any 
year they rule. 

Rabbits (those born in 1939, 1951, 
1963, 1975, 1987, 1999 or 2011) will 
likely benefit from luck or good for-
tune during a Rabbit year.  

Quietly charismatic, thoughtful and 
calm, rabbits are admired for their 
tactful and considerate dealings 
with all who know them. As such, 
they are most often depended upon 
for their wise counsel, or as some-
one in which to put valued trust in a 
personal friendship or a business 
dealing. 

There were no empty seats in the whole restaurant. (Photo credit: Ulle Baum) 

And the winner is… John Hilliker.  
CCFS Ottawa executive members 
Hailin Wang (l.) and Cat Situ awarded 
many door prizes to happy guests. 
(Photo credit: Ulle Baum) 

Young and old had a good time. But somehow the food disappeared faster at 
some tables than at others. (Photo credit: Ulle Baum) 

Former Deputy Prime Minister Sheila Copps, Ambassador Zhang Junsai, 
Mayor Jim Watson, and society President Lorraine Farkas. (Credit: Ulle Baum) 
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 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

―One fifth of women in the world live 

in China‖, noted Yin Guomei in her 

welcoming address to over 120 guests 

at a special reception in the Chinese 

Embassy to mark the 100th An-

niversary of International 

Women’s Day.  Several mem-

bers of the Canada-China Friend-

ship Society—Ottawa attended 

the event. 

Mme Yin, wife of Ambassador 

Zhang Junsai organized a won-

derful fashion show featuring 

embass y s t af f  model ing 

women’s silk jackets and dresses 

and also traditional dress from 

various minority groups. 

In her talk, Mme Yin traced the 

history of women’s progress in 

China from 1949 to today, She 

noted that the literacy rate for 

women has increased from 10% 

in 1949 to 88% in 2000. China has 

also introduced many laws and prac-

tices to promote gender equality.  For 

example, 56 of Chinese ambassadors 

a n d  c o n s u l  g e n e r a l s  a r e 

women.  Women have moved far be-

yond the submissive role with bound 

feet they held not long ago, she said, 

but they still have a ways to go.  

She also tackled the ―one child pol-

icy‖ which is not very well under-

stood in Canada. According to Mme 

Yin, the one child policy was essen-

tial given China’s huge population 

and the limited resources of China 

and the world. Without the one 

child policy, China’s population 

today could be as high as 1.6 bil-

lion people.  

However, she explained that the 

one-child policy is flexible; for 

example, it does not apply to the 

55 ethnic minority groups, to 

families who have a disabled 

child nor in many other circum-

stances.  She said that there is rec-

ognition in China that the policy 

has led to a disproportion of 

males and females in the rural 

areas.  She noted that China’s 

new five year plan will deal with 

this problem. 

After the fashion show and the pres-

entation, guests enjoyed a lovely buf-

fet luncheon.♦ 

When International Women’s Day was first cele-
brated in the West in 1911, the practice of bind-
ing women’s feet was still widespread in China. 
Although the practice was outlawed in 1949 after 
the revolution, a few older Chinese women who 
suffered from this barbaric practice are still alive 
today. 

www.fccfa.ca/Ottawa Canada-China Friendship Society—Ottawa 

City Province 
Population of 

Chinese origin 

Toronto Ontario 537,060  

Vancouver British Columbia 402,000 

Montréal Quebec 82,665 

Calgary Alberta 75,410 

Edmonton Alberta 53,670 

Ottawa Ontario 36,305 

Winnipeg Manitoba 16,995 

Hamilton Ontario 13,600 

Abbotsford British Columbia 13,550 

Kitchener Ontario 10,970 

Where are Chinese Canadians?  

In 2006, according to Statistics Canada there were 1.4 mil-

lion Chinese Canadians. They make up 3.9% of the Cana-

dian population. But more than 90% live in 10 key cities. 

 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 

  

Chinese Embassy Celebrates International 
Women’s Day 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_cities
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provinces_and_territories_of_Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overseas_Chinese
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ontario,_Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vancouver
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Columbia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montr%C3%A9al
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quebec
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calgary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmonton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottawa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winnipeg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manitoba
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamilton,_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria,_British_Columbia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kitchener,_Ontario
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The Geography of Thought 

Richard E. Nisbett 
(The Free Press, 2003) 
 

―East Asians see the world in terms 

of relationships, while Westerners see 

the world in terms of objects grouped 

into categories.‖  This is one of the 

basic differences between the thought 

processing of the two peoples, ac-

cording to Richard Nisbett, distin-

guished professor of social psychol-

ogy and co-director of the Culture 

and Cognition program at the Univer-

sity of Michigan.  East Asians, in-

cluding Chinese, see the world differ-

ently from Europeans because of their 

different ancient cultures -- Taoism 

and Confucianism in the 

one case, and Greek cul-

ture and philosophy in 

the other. East Asians 

tend to see things in 

terms of contradictions 

and as changing, while 

Westerners tend to see 

things as static and apply 

rules of formal logic to 

understand their behav-

iour.  

 

Nesbitt uses this insight 

to explain the differences 

between those who believe the whole 

world will adopt the Western way of 

thinking (and Western culture), and 

those like Samuel Hunt-

ington (―The clash of 

civilizations‖) who think 

that the two ways of 

thinking are incompati-

ble. Nisbett believes 

there will be a conver-

gence of the two ap-

proaches. 

 

Nisbett feels it is impor-

tant that Westerners 

learn to understand, ap-

preciate and value these 

different ways of under-

standing the world in order to be able 

to work out a productive relationship 

with the rising Eastern nations.♦ 

Prisoner of the State: The 

Secret Journal of Premier 

Zhao Ziyang 
translated and edited by Adi 

Ignatius, Renee Chiang and Bao Pu 

(Simon and Shuster, 2009) 

 
Zhao Ziyang was premier of China 

during the 1989 Tiananmen Square 

protests. In his secret journal, dictated 

while he was under house arrest, he 

recounts how as leader of the country 

he wanted to discuss with the 

students demonstrating in Tiananmen 

Square and come to terms.  He was 

not able to carry out his plan and was 

instead demoted, put under house 

arrest and replaced by Jiang Zemin.  

As we know, Jiang used a heavy hand 

in putting an end to the protests.  

Zhao’s journal tells quite a lot about 

the history of the period leading up to 

1989, and about the struggles within 

the leadership of the Communist 

party, detailing which Chinese 

leaders favoured which policies.  

Zhao believed that China should have 

adopted political reform at a faster 

pace in order to achieve long-term 

stability.  After living a secluded life 

for 16 years, Zhao Ziyang died in 

2005.  After his death, the tapes on 

which he kept his journal were 

revealed and eventually published in 

this interesting book.♦ 

BOOK REVIEWS BY LORRAINE FARKAS 

Many Chinese provinces have 

GDP bigger than countries  

From The Economist, March 3, 2011 

CHINA is now the world’s second-biggest 

economy, but some of its provinces by them-

selves would rank fairly high in the global 

league. This map, prepared by The Economist 

Magazine, shows the nearest equivalent 

country for each province. For example, 

Guangdong’s GDP is almost as big as Indone-

sia’s; the output of both Jiangsu and Shan-

dong exceeds Switzerland’s.  On the other 

hand, Tibet, with almost 15% of China’s land 

area, has a GDP equivalent to the tiny Medi-

terranean island of Malta.♦ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_psychology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_psychology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Michigan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Michigan


Please send your ideas to editor.ccfs.ottawa@gmail.com 

Details of these events will be mailed to members and posted on our website, www.fccfa.ca/Ottawa.  

Our monthly events are free to CCFS-Ottawa members and $5 admission to non-members. 

 Thursday May 12, 7:30 pm: Urban, Regional, and Rural Planning in 

China, Dr. Derek Ireland, Carleton University,          

ROOM A, LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES, 395 WELLINGTON STREET, Ottawa. 

 Thursday June 9, 7:30 pm: Women, Gender, and Politics in China, 

Professor Kimberley Manning, Concordia University,       

ROOM A, LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES, 395 WELLINGTON STREET, Ottawa. 
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 www.fccfa.ca/Ottawa 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

COMMENTS? FEEDBACK? QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

The Canada-China Friendship Society of Ottawa was founded in February 1976. 

 

According to the constitution the objectives of the Society are: 

 to build active and lasting friendship and develop mutual understanding between the Canadian 

and the Chinese people; 

 to promote an understanding in Canada of society in the People's Republic of China; and 

 to promote cultural, scientific, educational, athletic and other exchanges between the Canadian 

and Chinese people. 

 

CCFS-Ottawa is a member of the Federation of Canada China Friendship Associations. 

 

Join the CCFS-Ottawa 

 

The CCFS-Ottawa currently has about 160 members from all walks of life. We welcome new mem-

bers who are interested in and want to learn more about China. Membership is open to anyone who 

supports the aims and objectives of the society and pays an annual membership fee. 

 

The fee for regular members is $20 for individuals, and $30 for a family.  

Student membership (for full-time registered students) is $12 for individuals, and $17 for a family. 

 

To join the CCFS-Ottawa, go to our website at: 

 http://www.fccfa.ca/Ottawa/index.htm 

ABOUT THE CANADA-CHINA FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY OF OTTAWA 

mailto:editor.ccfs.ottawa@gmail.com
http://www.fccfa.ca/Ottawa/
http://www.fccfa.ca/Ottawa/index.htm

