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born in the Year of the Ox 
are characterised by de-
pendability, fortitude and 
perseverance. He men-
tioned some of the famous 
people born in the year, in-
cluding Napoleon Bona-
parte, Walt Disney, and Ba-
rak Obama.  Musical enter-
tainment, on the gu-zhen 
(Chinese zither) was pro-
vided by Zhiqi Ye.  

Over 145 people took part 
in the lively CCFS annual 
New Year‟s banquet on 
February 8th at the Manda-
rin Ogilvie Restaurant.  The 
evening was enlivened by 
music, door prizes and a 
quiz testing our knowledge 
of China and Canada-China 
relations. 
 
CCFS executive member 
Yong-Zhi Wang explained 
to the audience that those 
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In his remarks to the 

group, Chinese Ambas-

sador Lan Lijun, recalled 

his own experience as a 

student in Canada shortly 

after the establishment of 

diplomatic relations be-

tween the two countries. 

He also remembered the 

support that he had re-

ceived from members of 

the Society at that time.  

 

Senator Hugh Segal built 

on the same theme stress-

ing the value of exchang-

ing people and ideas be-

dent Gilliane Lapointe 

expressed the hope that 

the Year of the Ox 2009 

would bring positive de-

velopments in Sino-

Canadian relations. 

 

The Society is grateful to 

the many members and 

friends who contributed to 

the success of  the event: 

Lorraine Farkas (chair of 

t h e  b a n q u e t  s u b -

committee), Mary Lee 

(banquet coordinator), 

L o l a n  M e r k l i n g e r , 

Gilliane Lapointe, Jordan 

Bi re nba um,  Andrée 

Chenard, Dominic Darcy 

(for the sound system), 

John Hilliker, Shiyou Li, 

Ramona MacFarlane, Jim 

Steele, Yong-Zhi Wang, 

Huixin Yang, and Zhiqi 

Ye.  ♦ 

tween our two countries, 

noting - on the basis of his 

experience as a faculty 

member at Queen‟s Uni-

versity - that there was 

much to be gained from 

student exchanges.  

 

D e p u t y  M a y o r  

Marianne Wilkinson 
spoke of her two recent 

visits to China and of Ot-

tawa‟s twinning relation-

ship with Beijing. She has 

been impressed by the 

pace of development in 

China, and hoped that 

there would be increased 

cooperation between the 

business communities in 

both countries, for exam-

ple in the development of 

business parks.  

 

In her concluding re-

marks, society Vice Presi-
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Banquet 

Continued from page 1 

CCFS-Ottawa New 

Year’s Banquet: 

Another Smash Hit! 

Left to right: Gillian Lapointe, Chinese Ambassador Lan Lijun, founding members Tsin Van and 
Jacqueline Major, Lorraine Farkas and Senator Hugh Segal. Deputy Mayor Marianne Wilkinson 
also attended along with many officials from the Chinese embassy. 

BY DR. JOHN HILLIKER  



Barak Obama and Stephen 

Harper are not the only 

world politicians to an-

nounce massive stimulus 

packages to bolster their 

weakening economies. 

China‟s State Council un-

veiled a plan to spend as 

much as four trillion yuan 

(approximately 730 billion 

Canadian dollars) 2009 and 

2010, to boost domestic de-

mand in the face of an un-

precedented global eco-

lost their jobs over the last 

several months. 

 

The plan covers 10 broad 

areas. Specifically, 1.8 tril-

lion yuan, or 45 percent of 

the plan, will be spent on 

upgrading infrastructure, 

including new railways, 

subways, highways, air-

ports and power grid. The 

second largest spending 

area (25% of the package) 

is disaster reconstruction, to 

rebuild the communities hit 

hard by the 2008 ice storms 

in the South, the devastat-

ing Sichuan earthquake and 

other natural disasters. It is 

worth noting that the pack-

nomic crisis. 

 

After five years of growth 

of gross domestic product 

(GDP) in excess of 10 per-

cent, China‟s economy is 

beginning to weaken. Due 

to a slumping export market 

and falling stock and prop-

erty markets, growth in the 

fourth quarter of 2008 slid 

to 6.8 percent, dragging the 

annualized growth rate to 9 

percent. The sharp down-

turn in exports and foreign 

investment has led to clo-

sures of thousands of facto-

ries in southern China, re-

sulting in mass layoffs. It is 

estimated that some 20 mil-

lion migrant workers have 
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Economic Crisis 

CHINA IS SPENDING 

IN A BIG WAY TO 

STIMULATE ITS 

ECONOMY 

BY SEN WANG, 
ECONOMIST 

Continued on page 4 

China's GDP Growth Rates Since 2000
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age ties together a number 

of existing social welfare 

programs and policy initia-

tives, such as affordable 

housing in urban centres, 

rural livelihoods support, 

and projects aimed at envi-

ronmental protection as 

well as sectoral restructur-

ing and technological inno-

vation. 

 

The stimulus package, 

which is equivalent to 

nearly 7 percent of China‟s 

GDP during each of the 

next two years, is the larg-

est economic stimulus ef-

fort ever undertaken by the 

Chinese government . 

China‟s top priority now is 

to arrest the slowdown in 

amount of tax cuts will be 

implemented to boost con-

sumer demand for an array 

of goods and services. 

 

Through spending in a big 

way, China hopes to ride 

out the troubled waters of 

the current global economic 

tsunami. The policy objec-

tive of this national eco-

nomic stimulus plan is quite 

clear, that is, to halt the eco-

nomic slowdown and to 

maintain social stability by 

creating new opportunities 

for business development 

and employment, and also 

closing an income gap be-

tween the relatively wealthy 

coastal cities and the poorer 

interior countryside.  ♦ 

growth, as a result of the 

slumps in exports. To fight 

the adverse effects of the 

turmoil in the global econ-

omy, the central govern-

ment has pledged to do eve-

rything possible, in order to 

reach a target growth rate of 

8 percent for 2009. 

 

A suite of other measures 

have also been adopted to 

support attaining this over-

riding economic goal. Spe-

cifically, China has eased 

its tight monetary policy. 

Since last September, the 

country‟s central bank has 

announced five interest rate 

cuts, while loosening credit 

criteria to encourage state-

owned banks to lend. In the 

meantime, a considerable 
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Continued from page 3 

Figure 2 

China's Economic Stimulus Plan

for 2009 and 2010, billion yuan
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If Mao Zedong was the ar-

chitect of the Chinese po-

litical revolution, Deng Xia-

oping must be regarded as 

the architect of China‟s eco-

nomic revolution, according 

to Dr. Charles Burton, As-

sociate Professor at Brock 

University, and a well 

known China scholar. The 

sweeping economic reforms 

introduced in China 30 

years ago by Deng Xiaop-

ing, are at the basis of 

China‟s phenomenal eco-

nomic development, he told 

an interested audience of 

more than 40 CCFS mem-

bers last January. 

 

Dr. Burton, who lived sev-

eral years as a student in 

China in the „60‟s, com-

bined a scholar‟s analysis 

with many personal exam-

ples and anecdotes. His ex-

cellent presentation gave a 

succinct summary of 

China‟s evolution since in-

dependence in 1949, with 

special emphasis on the 

“Opening up” of China‟s 

economy after 1979. 

and the impact of Commu-

nist party leaders Zhao Zi-

yang, Hu Yaobang, Jiang 

Zemin on the reform poli-

cies, leading to the current 

President Hu Jintao's stamp 

of approval on Deng Xiaop-

ing's legacy after 30 years 

of revolution. 

 

Although China still faces 

many daunting challenges, 

Dr. Burton feels that the 

Chinese Communist Party 

maintains its legitimacy be-

cause it has dramatically 

improved living standards 

for the majority of Chinese, 

and because it continues to 

be a guarantor of order and 

stability.  ♦ 

Starting with the deaths of 

both Zhou Enlai and Mao 

Zedong in 1976, and the 

consolidation of power by 

Mao‟s political heir Hua 

Guofeng, Burton reviewed 

the rise of  Deng Xiaoping, 

and the October purge of 

the "Gang of Four".   He 

then looked at the factors 

accounting for Deng Xiaop-

ing's rise to power and 

showed why Deng's strat-

egy to stimulate the econ-

omy while ensuring politi-

cal and social stability 

proved very success-

ful.  Finally, he reviewed 

the politics and economics 

in China after Deng Xiaop-

ing's 1992 "Southern Tour" 
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The New China 

THE REFORMS OF DENG 

XIAOPING 
  

Presentation to CCFS-Ottawa by:  

DR. CHARLES BURTON,  

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR,  

BROCK UNIVERSITY 
  

January 15th, 2009,  

Library and Archives Canada  



MONTREAL 

LAUNCHES YEAR 

LONG CELEBRATION 

OF NORMAN 

BETHUNE 
  

The Mayor of Montreal and 
other dignitaries on October 
14, 2008 participated in a 
ceremony rededicating the 
statue of Norman Bethune 
(at the corner of Guy and 
De Maisonneuve) during 
the launch of the year 
c o m m e m o r a t i n g  D r . 
Norman Bethune. 
 
B e t h u n e ,  w h o  w a s 
o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m 
Gravenhurst, Ontario, spent 

many years as a medical 
doctor in Montreal. Eighty 
years ago (1929) Bethune 
joined the thoracic surgical 
pioneer, Dr. William 
Edward Archibald, at 
McGill University and the 
Royal Victoria Hospital in 
Montreal. Ten years later, 
he left for China, where he 
died. 
 
Many activities are planned 
to commemorate Bethune 
b e t w e e n  n o w  a n d 
November 2009. On June 
18, the CCFS-Ottawa will 
h o s t  J e a n - F r a n ç o i s 
Leclerc, Director, City of 
Montreal Historic Centre, 
who will speak about 
Montreal's Tribute to Dr. 
Norman Bethune.  ♦ 
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Norman Bethune  

From left to right: His Excel-
lency Lan Lijun, People's Re-
public of China's ambassador 
to Canada, Concordia's Presi-
dent Judith Woodsworth, The 
Right Honourable Adrienne 
Clarkson, former Governor-
General of Canada and Mont-
real Mayor Gérald Tremblay, 
cut the ribbon in front of a 
statue of Dr. Norman Bethune 
in Montreal 

For more information on activities in Montreal, go to the 

City of Montreal Bethune website: 
   

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/normanbethune   

 

A n d r é e 

C h e n a r d 

joined the 

CCFS in No-

vember 2009 

because of 

her long-

standing in-

China on two occasions.  In 

October 2007, she spent 

almost a month visiting 

Shanghai, Nanjing, Xi‟an 

and Beijing with a friend.  

More recently in 2008, she 

attended Peking University 

for three months to study 

Mandarin.  She hopes to 

return to China next year to 

continue studying Manda-

rin. 

 

For the current year, 

Andrée is a member of the 

CCFS Executive and serves 

as a Programme associate.♦  

terest in the history and cul-

ture of China.  She is cur-

rently an M.A. candidate at 

the Department of History 

of the University of Ottawa.  

Her specialization is Chi-

nese history, with a special 

focus on the 1960s. 

In the Fall of 2008, she was 

elected President of the His-

tory Graduate Student As-

sociation for the 2008-2009 

academic year.  She also 

works on campus as a 

teaching and research assis-

tant. 

  

Andrée has traveled to 

Members’ Corner 

A new feature of the CCFS 
newsletter. Every issue will 
feature one or two CCFS 
members. For our first 
newsletter we chose 
Andree Chenard, one of 
the younger members of 
the CCFS family. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Edward_Archibald&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Edward_Archibald&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Victoria_Hospital
http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/normanbethune
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Norman Bethune  

Text of letter sent by famous Canadian Donald Sutherland, on the Occasion 
of the Inauguration of the Place Norman Bethune (excerpts only) 

  

In two months, on the twenty first of December, it will be the sixty ninth 

anniversary of Mao Tse-Tung writing that Norman Bethune was a perfect 

symbol of internationalism, that his “spirit, his utter devotion to others 

without any thought of self” was an example that all the people of the world 

should humbly learn from. 

 

Chairman Mao noted that Doctor Bethune expressed selflessness not in the 

sense of self-negation, but rather in the positive, energetic sense of self-

expression. Bethune‟s life‟s work, the art of his life, was a template of his 

unflagging devotion to the ongoing fundamental needs of all mankind. 

 

It is essential for our well being that we recognize him as the hero that he 

truly is. 

 

I assure you his example is of vital necessity to all of us in this our desper-

ate time. As we commit ourselves to engage in urgent efforts to recapture 

our collapsing environment, as we commit our hearts and minds to do eve-

rything we can to salvage this world that we have so cavalierly borrowed 

from our children, from our children‟s children, we each need to come to the 

Place Norman Bethune and stand for a moment. We need to make a per-

sonal pledge to acknowledge his paradigm and to do our level best to exem-

plify it. 

 

In his struggle against the dangerous gentlemen who make „wounds‟, Nor-

man Bethune revealed the guiding light of internationalism. 

 

I salute you. 

 
Donald Sutherland 

Los Angeles, California 
October 12, 2008 



James Steele visits 

Inner Mongolia 
 
At the invitation Canadian 
Studies Centre of the Inner 
Mongolia University IMU), 
Professor James Steele of 
Carleton University (and 
Secretary of our Ottawa 
branch of CCFS) spent a 
week in Hoh Hot, the capi-
tal city of Inner Mongolia.  
Steele was participat-
ing in “Canadian Aca-
demic Week.” at this 
university which 
counts 95,000 stu-
dents. 
 
Professor Steele was 
welcomed by IMU 
Vice–President Yang 
Jie at a meeting at-
tended by many fac-
ulty members and 
graduate students.  In 
h e r  w e l c o m i n g 
s p e e c h ,  V i c e -
President Yang en-
couraged the Cana-
dian Studies Center to 
strengthen its collaboration 
with Canadian scholars and 
to help develop a better mu-
tual understanding of the 
cultures of China and Can-
ada. 
 
The Dean of the Foreign 
Languages College, Profes-
sor Hu Shu, thanked Steele 
for his academic guidance 
and help and also promised 
strong support from the 
College for the academic 
development of  IMU`s Ca-

nological Innovation and 
Achievement Awards.” 
 
Steele said he was very fa-
v o u r a b l y  i m p r e s s e d 
by recent changes in Inner 
Mongolia`s capital city Hoh 
Hot, which he had visited 
some ten years ago. "The 
city's new airport, which is 
shaped like the graceful 
wings of a bird, and the 
new museum, which in-
cludes an exhibition 
of Inner Mongolia`s space 

programme, are truly 
great works of architec-
ture," he said.  "Modern 
high-rises have replaced 
slums everywhere," he 
remarked, "and although 
new automobiles are 
fast replacing bicycles, 
the quality of the air is 
excellent because no 
trucks are allowed in the 
city from about 7:00 
a . m .  t o  m i d -
night."  Steele noted that 
the economy is thriving, 
with a low flat tax rate 
of 10% on personal in-
come and 25% on cor-

porate revenue, and he rated 
the Inner Mongolian cui-
sine as truly excellent--the 
best he encountered in 
China. He also said that the 
city's department stores are 
abundantly stocked with a 
great variety of consumer 
goods--and the prices are 
reasonable. 
 
He found the people there 
to be just as courteous and 
kind as they were ten years 
ago.♦ 

nadian Studies Center. Pro-
fessor Wei Li, Director of 
Center arranged and di-
rected all activities of the 
academic week.  (Professor 
Wei was a visiting scholar 
at Carleton University`s 
English Department during 
the 2005-2006 academic 
year.)             
 
While visiting IMU, Steele 
also celebrated the publica-
tion of Angels of Snow: An 
Anthology of Modern Eng-

lish-Canadian Poetry. This 
book was published last 
August by the IMU Press 
with financial support from 
Canada`s Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Trade. It was co-
edited by Steele, Wei Li, 
and Dr. Huang Zhigang 
(who once taught at IMU 
and now resides in Ottawa). 
Last October it was 
awarded the Second Prize 
of the “Inner Mongolia Uni-
versity Scientific and Tech-
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Images of China 

Dr. Steele surrounded by students and faculty 
at the Canadian Studies Centre of the Inner 
Mongolian University (IMU) 
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CCFS (Ottawa) Vice Presi-
dent Gilliane Lapointe gave 
a talk on 28 January to a 
meeting of the Foreign Ser-
vice Community Associa-
tion at the home of Rose-
mary MacDonald.  
 
Ms. Lapointe first visited 
China in August 1966 with 
a French group and saw the 
frenzy of student demon-
strations in support of the 
Cultural Revolution.  She 

eas in the provinces of Hu-
nan and Guizhou.  She ob-
served that life expectancy 
and literacy are high and 
cellphones, tvs and com-
puters are ubiquitous. Chi-
nese can travel more freely; 
they are free to seek any 
career and to attend reli-
gious services.  But she ob-
served that still cannot 
question the supremacy of 
the Communist Party.  In 
her opinion, the legal sys-
tem is still weak and the 
death penalty is exacted too 
often.  Some ethnic minori-
ties do better than others, 
she observed, such as the 
Tibetans and Muslims in 
Xinjiang.  ♦ 

  

later served at the Canadian 
Embassy in Beijing from 
1973-75.  This early period 
of diplomatic relations was 
difficult because of the lin-
gering effects of the Cul-
tural Revolution and the 
leftist influence of the Gang 
of Four. Life for the major-
ity of Chinese people was 
drab and personal freedoms 
were very limited, most as-
pects of life controlled by 
the work unit to which each 
person was assigned. 
 
Ms. Lapointe returned to 
China in November 2008 
with a Federation of Canada 
China Friendship Associa-
tions and was able to visit 
previously inaccessible ar-

China Today 

CHINA, 30 YEARS AF-

TER DENG XIAOP-

ING’S REFORMS 

GILLIAN LAPOINTE 

 Westerners know almost 
nothing about the current 
debates going on in China. 
What kind of country are 
they dreaming of? What 
kind of future do they see? 
What do they think about 
democracy, human rights, 
economic development and 
foreign affairs?  
 
There are many reasons for 
this - not the least of which 
is the fact that few foreign-
ers read or speak Chinese. 
As a result, many western-

nalists, Leonard is able to 
understand some of the key 
policy debates in China to-
day, both inside the Com-

munist Party and 
outside it. His 
slim volume iden-
tifies a “new left” 
and a “new right” 
wing, and sum-
marises some of 
their thinking.  
 
In my view, the 
title of the book is 
a little mislead-
ing. “What does 
China Think?” 

seems to imply that every-
one is following the party 
line. “What the Chinese are 
thinking today”, would be a 
much better title. ♦ 

ers can easily fall into the 
mistaken impression that 
the Chinese “all think the 
same thing”.   
 
Mark Leonard, 
the Executive Di-
rector of the 
European Council 
on Foreign Rela-
tions is a west-
erner who speaks 
enough Chinese 
to break through 
the language and 
cultural barriers 
to really find out 
what the current 
debates are in China. He 
also has the intellectual cu-
riosity needed for the task.  
 
By visiting think tanks, aca-
demic institutions and jour-

Book Review 

WHAT DOES CHINA THINK? 

MARK LEONARD 

Perseus Books Group, $24.95 

  

Review by PETER LARSON 
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It is with deep regret that CCFS-Ottawa 

notes the death of Ken Merklinger on 

February 4 after a long illness.  Ken was a 

strong supporter of the Society and served 

as its newsletter editor for three-and-a-

half years producing thirteen newsletters.  

Ken held a Cambridge doctorate in 

cybernetics before serving in the 

Canadian foreign service for over 32 

years.  He visited China several times, 

and in 2005, organized a highly 

successful Ottawa conference on China.  

He was also the husband of CCFS-Ottawa 

president Dr. Lolan Merklinger.  He 

will be greatly missed by all CCFS 

members. 

IN MEMORIAM 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 March 19:  Senior Colonel Cai 
Ping, Defence Attaché of the Em-
bassy of the People's Republic of 
China, on ‘China’s Security Policy 
Today’   

 
 April 16:  Dr. André Laliberté, 

School of Political Studies, University 
of Ottawa, on the revival of religion 
in contemporary China.    

 
 May 7:     Dr. Bernie Frolic, Profes-

sor Emeritus, Political Science, York 
University and Senior Researcher, 
Asian Institute, Munk Centre, Univer-
sity of Toronto, on Political and eco-
nomic Changes in China.   

 
 June 18: M. Jean-François Leclerc, 

Director, City of Montreal Historic 
Centre, on Montreal's Tribute to Dr. 
Norman Bethune, 2008-2009. 

As is customary, admission for CCFS-Ottawa 

members is free; non-members pay a $5 

admission to the above events.  All these events 

begin at 7:30 pm and will be held at Library 

and Archives Canada, Wellington Street, 

either Room 156 or Room A. 

CCFS Ottawa is proud to welcome 3 new 

members: JANICE DOWLING, ANDRÉ 

LALIBERTÉ, YAO LI, DAVID NICHOLL, CAROL 

VAVRO, AND ZHIQI YEH 

NEW MEMBERS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

EVENTS OF INTEREST 

May 21 - China As we See It presented by 

Canadian Photographers of Focus, Ottawa 

Public Main Library Auditorium, 120 

Metcalfe, 6:30 pm, Admission Free. 


